My Three Years in America

with the intention of being present at a performance of The Bat,
given by a German company for the benefit of the German^ed
Cross ; but when I learnt on my arrival at the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel that over one hundred Americans, including many women
and children, had lost their lives in the sinking of the Lwsitania,
I at once gave up all idea o( attending the performance. As
the hotel was soon surrounded on all sides by newspaper re-
porters, I remained indoors until my departure on the morrow ;
I should have returned to Washington at once, but for having
to interview certain German gentlemen in New York.
Unfortunately it so happened that Dr. Dernburg was then
away at Cleveland, addressing a meeting ;   he took the oppor-
tunity of defending the destruction of the Lusttania on the groxind
that she was carrying munitions of war.    This speech aroused a
storm of execration throughout the country, which was already
indignant enough over the fatal event itself.    Even to-day no
Gorman seems to realize the full violence of the passion thus
aroused ;   we, accustomed as we have been to daily reports of
battles and casua'ties, were little impressed by the destruction
of a solitary passenger ship.    America, however, execrated us
whole-heartedly as murderers of women and children, oblivious
of the fact that the victims of the submarine campaign were
far loss numerous than the women and children killed by the
English blockade, and that death by drowning is no more dread-
ful than slow starvation.    Every one naturally realizes his own
misfortunes more vivid y than those of others, and the LusUania
incident first brought home to the United States the horrors of
war, and convinced all her people that a flagrant injtiry had been
done them.    On my departure from New York 1 found myself at
once face to face with this immense popular excitement,    I
left my hotel by a side door, but did not manage to escape notice ;
several cars filled with reporters followed me to the station, and
pressed round me so persistently that I was unable to shake them
off-    I could only refuse to make any statement, which only
increased the excitement^ of the reporters ;  but had I said any-
thing at that time, I should but have added fuel to the fire which
was^already raging in the minds of all.    Finally I succeeded in
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